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Abstract: Despite the Chinese government’s support, there is a continued decline of science journalism in China. It has been
complained by science media professionals that market—oriented media reform in China has led entertainment and sports news to
replace serious science reporting. However, this study, by examining various factors involved in the production process of science
journalism and by analysing news releases from science institutes and the corresponding media reporting of them, proposes that
propaganda—oriented science communication, which stresses publicizing scientific achievement of scientists and their institutes instead
of exploring the science relevant to people’s life and inspiring people’s inquisitive manners, is the major factor leading to the rising
marginalisation of science journalism in China.
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