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Abstract: Based on the analysis of a national-wide sampling survey, this paper explores the impact of the internet—based
new media on the public image of Chinese scientists. The results show that the importance of TV as a source of S&T
information is descending, while the importance of internet is ascending rapidly. The rapid development of internet brings
both benefits and challenges for building up a “good” public image of Chinese scientists. For instance, compared with
people taking TV as the most important information source, those taking internet as the most important information source
have significantly a less stereotypical, while more negative, image of scientists.
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