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Content Analysis on The New York Times’ s Reports of Acupuncture

Chen Yanni Mo Yang
(College of Humanities & Social Sciences, UCAS, Beijing 101408)

Abstract: In order to gain an insight into what the NYTimes” attitude was and the way how it had organized the coverage on
acupuncture during the past 40 years, content analysis and framing analysis have been adopted to identify the main sources
of news, subjects, and reporting frames. Results demonstrate that the NYTimes reports about acupuncture had been related
to the patient and western doctors, whose opinions had contributed to 50% for each other among the 9 main sources. Besides,
the topic of the medical function of acupuncture had been beyond half among all topics, and doctors from western countries
paid great heed to effeteness. We find that the frame of progress presupposition had been widely used, which was more than
half. In addition, the reports which had made use of the frame of progress presupposition and focused on western doctors was
64.2% with patients being 83.3%. This fact tells us that a majority of doctors and patients are in support of acupuncture.
However, that different topics that doctors and patients were concerned about made their reports covered in different styles.
Keywords: The New York Times; acupuncture; content analysis
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